[Psychosocial changes following resuscitation].
Of 68 patients successfully resuscitated within a period of 18 months 52 (38 men and 14 women; mean age 63 [32-90] years) were interviewed about their experience shortly after discharge. 37 reported to have been aware of the life-threatening nature of the acute episode; recurrent depressions were noted by 20; a positive change in attitude towards their life had resulted in 24 patients; 49 praised their doctors and nurses; 40 were appreciative of the medical technology used. All but one of the 52 patients would again choose to be resuscitated. After 12 months 38 patients were again interviewed (31 men and 7 women); 16 had died in the meantime. 21 of the 38 felt physically stronger than before, 25 were more cheerful and 34 were living more intensely. 36 of the 38 patients thought the interviews had been helpful and they would have liked more intensive psychiatric care even during their hospital stay.